Tuesday  28th November 2017
Dear Parents and Carers,
Christmas at Holy Family

As Christmas is now getting close, I am writing to let you know the details of our many Christmas activities this year.
After-school Clubs

As mentioned in the newsletter, due to the many Christmas activities that are happening in the forthcoming weeks, and the way this impacts on hall availability and staff commitments, all after and before -school activities will finish next Friday 1st December. Clubs will re-commence the second week back after Christmas, week beginning 8th January.
Please ensure that you have completed the afterschool form for next term and returned it to school before we finish for Christmas. Please do not send in any money until your child has been allocated a place.
Our Christmas tree
Reception Class will choose our Christmas tree on their trip to Cronton Garden Centre next Thursday 30th November. Parents/ grandparents are invited to come with us on a Christmas ramble and stay for lunch once we have returned.
Advent Reflections

During Advent we will all gather in the school hall for short reflection/collective worship at 3pm each evening. We will light the advent candles, refer to the advent calendar and reflect on the true meaning of Christmas. 
Reverse Advent Calendar 

The Reverse Advent Calendar is a really simple idea and a great way to help others who need a little help at Christmas.

Alongside opening your traditional Advent calendars, we’re asking that you may wish to donate on each day of Advent one of the following: a can of food or chocolate, toiletries, tooth brushes, toothpaste, hats, scarves, gloves or socks. Any food collected will be taken to Widnes Foodbank, while the toiletries and other items will be taken to Seel Street to support the homeless. Any support will be gratefully received. Donations may be handed into school via your child or dropped off during the Christmas Concerts and Plays in the boxes provided.
Y2 Grandparents Christmas Party- Friday 1st December  
Y2 children will be holding their annual Christmas party on Friday 1st of December at 1.45pm and inviting their Grandparents to attend. A separate letter has been sent home.
PTFA Christmas Disco – Wednesday 6th and Thursday 7th December
Our Christmas disco will take place, on Wednesday 6th December for KS1 and Thursday 7th December for KS2, in Holy Family Club from 4pm to 5.30pm.  All children in KS1 and Reception must be accompanied by an adult. Refreshments will be on sale. Tickets are now on sale.
Christmas Performances 

We have Reception’s wonderful Christmas play this year. 

‘Jesus’ Birthday’ on Thursday 7th December at 9.am. Everyone is welcome.
Years 1 and  2–Christmas Carol Concert Monday 11th December and Tuesday 12th December is at 4pm. 

Years 3, 4, 5, Christmas Carol Concert Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th December at 4pm.

Tickets are not needed for any of the performances. Everyone is welcome.
End Of Term Rewards For Effort.
All E-money earned by the children in Y2,3,4,5,6, will be added up on Friday 8th of December and the children will receive a letter telling them which reward they have qualified for. 

If your child does not want to acceppt their reward this term they will be able to bank their e-money and save it up for next term. 

We will need you to return the letter to school the next day stating whether you want your child to accept their reward or if they want to bank it..
Friday 15th at 9.30 am December Trip to Reel Cinema to see the film STAR. 
Friday 15th at 1.30pm Reception and Y1 Christmas Party.

Monday 18th at 9.30am  Christmas Walk to Cronton garden Centre.
Monday 18th at 9.30am  Children will make Christmas Decorations.

Monday 18th December 1.00pm  trip to St Peter and Paul’s to see  the performance of Sister Act.
Fundraising – Wednesday 6th December
Year 6 will be focussing on fundraising for CAFOD, as well as making a difference out in the local community this year. They will be carol singing at Asda, Widnes from 10.00am until 11.00am on Wednesday 6th December. Please do pop along if you can and show your support. All monies raised will go to CAFOD. 
Afterwards, the children will be singing at the Widnes Vikings Dementia Café Christmas Party at Halton Stadium. 
Sleeping Beauty at the Brindley
On Tuesday 19th December, the whole school will be going to watch the 1.00pm performance of Sleeping Beauty. Please send back the attached slip to give permission for your child to go, and a contribution of £12.00 per child. Each child will be provided with a drink and crisps for the interval, this will be provided by the PTFA.  The running time is approximately 2 hours so we are expecting to be back at school for approximately 4pm. School will keep you informed of time through Parent App.

 Please keep Hall Lane, in front of the school, as clear as possible as several coaches will be arriving back at school at the same time when we return.
Christmas Lunch – Friday 15th December
As is tradition here at Holy Family, the whole school will be having a Christmas Lunch together in the hall on Friday 15th December. Any children not usually on school dinners will be given a letter to request a Christmas lunch. On this day we are asking the children to wear Christmas Jumper or Christmas T Shirt
Lighting of Christmas Tree & Ecumenical Service –Tuesday 12th December
The Annual Christmas Art competition is running again this year. The children will be asked to design and draw a beautifully coloured nativity scene on A4 paper. The winning design from our school, along with a design from Cronton C of E school will be used to decorate the covers of the Order of Service booklet for the Ecumenical Service. The winning children will also be Guests of Honour at the Service and will be asked to assist in the lighting of the Cronton Christmas tree. Good luck everyone. 
The Cronton Christmas tree, in the Memorial Gardens, will be lit at 7pm on Tuesday 12th December by the winners of the Christmas Card Competition. This will be followed by the Ecumenical Service at Holy Family Church at 7.30pm. The winning children and their families will then be invited back to Holy Family Social Club were they will be presented with a gift from Cronton Parish Council. Some of our Year 6 children will take part in the service too, and we would like to invite the children form Y2,3,4,5,6 to join us in our choir. Please sign the form below if your child wishes to be part of our choir and return to school as soon as possible. 
Everyone is very welcome to this lovely festive occasion.
Break up for Christmas (  - Thursday 21st December

Finally, we break up for our Christmas holidays at 2pm on Thursday 21st December.

Many thanks for your support with our Christmas activities. It’s going to be very busy and exciting! I am sure the children will have some wonderful experiences and make some precious memories for us all.
Mrs M Evans
Deputy Headteacher

Sleeping Beauty  
The Brindley – Tuesday 19th December
I give permission for my child ______________________ in Year _______

to go to The Brindley on Tuesday 19th December.

I enclose a contribution of £12 

Signed_______________________ Date____________________

…………………………………………………………………………………………
Choir

Ecumenical Service – Tuesday 13th December

I give permission for my child ______________________ in Year _______

to sing at Holy Family Church on Tuesday  12th December.
Signed_______________________ Date____________________

