
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Spring Key Texts and Themes 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

   

 

 

 

 
All Around the 

World 
All Around the  

World, Memories, 
Friendship, Love  

Mixed-up Fairy 
Tales 

Mechanisms, 
Companionship, 

Resilience, Loyalty 

Identity, Curiosity, 
Finding Our Way 

Earth & Space Fate & Free Will, 
Justice and 
Judgement, 

Integrity, 
Friendship 

What are Holy Family getting involved with in the spring term? Reading Diary Dates 
3rd March 

World Book Day 
 

A mission to help change 
children’s lives by making 

reading together and reading 
for pleasure a habit for life. 

 

20th March 
World Storytelling Day 

 

A global celebration of the 
art of oral storytelling. It is 

celebrated every year on the 
spring equinox in the 
northern hemisphere. 

21st March 
World Poetry Day 

 

A time to appreciate and 
support poets and poetry 

around the world. A UNESCO 
initiative. 

2nd April 
International Children’s 

Book Day 
On or around Hans Christian 

Andersen’s birthday. 
Celebrated to inspire a love 

of reading and to call 
attention to children’s books. 

Take a look at the fantastic books your child will be studying this term as part of our English curriculum! 

The Importance of Reading at Home  

All of our children in EYFS and KS1 take home a story book each 

week. These books should offer you and your child an 

opportunity to explore exciting stories or things of interest but 

most of all will continue to support the development of your 

child’s vocabulary and sense of story structures. This engagement 

with stories from an early age will pave the way for children to 

become self-motivated and habitual readers as they progress 

through the school.  

Reading together at home is one of the easiest but most 

important ways in which you can help your child. Your child’s 

reading diary plays an integral part of their home learning and 

forms a record of their reading habits and progress. We ask that 

by Key Stage 2, every child tries to read for 20 minutes per night. 

Children from Year 3 upwards can write in their reading records 

themselves. Diaries are checked in class every Monday. 

Welcome to our second Reading Newsletter of the year! As a school, we are passionate about reading and want 

children to enjoy and love books as much as we do. Our termly reading newsletters are a great opportunity for 

us to share with our families how we develop reading in school, the events we participate in and how we 

promote a love of reading. 

Miss Sharratt 

English Lead 

How reading supports your child’s development 

Spring Term 2022 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Speight 

 
Have you ever been in The 

Nowhere Emporium? Well, you 
wouldn’t know as you lose your 
memory when you leave. This is 

a story that makes your 
imagination go crazy! There’s 

lots of magic and mystery along 
with friendship. Will Daniel see 
the triumph of good over evil? 

There’s magic to learn along the 
way and an old enemy of Mr 

Silvers to watch out for. 
This book is full of creative 

descriptions that help bring the 
story to life. Why don’t you dive 
into The Nowhere Emporium? 

I’m sure you won’t be 
disappointed. 

Mrs Bird 
 

 
 

Gigantosaurus by Jonny Duddle is 
a lovely book about four dinosaur 
friends who love to play together 

and go on adventures in the 
Cretaceous period. Beautifully 

illustrated, with a surprise page 
which unfolds to reveal the 

notorious Gigantosaurus! As with 
all Jonny Duddle books, it is 
written in rhyming couplets 

which makes it easy for younger 
children to join in with the story.  

It is a lovely book for younger 
readers and a beloved favourite 
for older children to revisit. Plus, 

who doesn't love dinosaurs! 

Inspired by our reading efforts? Please donate a book!  

When we first promoted our Amazon Wish List in the autumn term, 

we were kindly donated 30+ books which have enriched our class 

libraries. A huge thank you again to all who helped develop our 

book provision! 

We would love to continue to develop and expand our school 

library. To support our children’s love of reading, we would be 

greatly appreciative of any further book donations from our 

Amazon Wish List. 

Our Amazon Wish List will remain open indefinitely. If you would 

like to support our school by purchasing a book for the children, 

please use the web address below: 

https://amzn.eu/9k1zlj2Our  

Our whole school community 

is greatly appreciative of any  

support.  

~ Respect, Responsibility, Resilience ~ 
 

World Book Day Celebration (28
th

 February – 4
th

 March)  
In addition to dressing up as book characters/ getting cosy in our pyjamas, we are celebrating  
World Book Day in lots of exciting ways! Below is a list of activities Holy Family will be participating in: 
 
10 minute story sharing: Listening to storytellers and poets 
Children will tune into stories read by a range of famous authors and illustrators including 
Tom Fletcher, David Walliams, Joseph Coelho, Ben Miller, Humza Arshad, Jacqueline Wilson, 
Lydia Monks and Cressida Cowell. 
 
World Book Day Digital Events 
Each year group will be joining in with exciting virtual events with a range of favourite authors and illustrators across the week, 
including Julia Donaldson sharing her new book, A Pocketful of Songs, celebrating fairy tales and animal stories with Axel 
Scheffler, creating manga-inspired graphic novels with Amy Kim Kibuishi and a letter writing workshop with Bethany Walker 
among others! 

 
 
 
 
Mystery Storyteller Teacher  
Teachers will be swapping classes to come and share their favourite stories with a different class…which teacher might be 
turning up at each year group’s door? 

 
D.E.A.R. (Drop Everything And Read!) 
Throughout the week, we will be taking the opportunity as a school to ‘Drop Everything And Read’- keep an eye out on Twitter 
for moments when our classes have made the most of their class libraries and prioritised their love of reading by putting aside 
distractions and enjoying a book individually or as a class.   
 
Book Exchange 
If you have a book at home that could be enjoyed by another child, please bring them in so they can be part of our book 
exchange. Each child can bring in a maximum of 3 books they are willing to exchange, and they will be able to then choose pre-
read books brought in by other families. Please bring books suitable for your child’s class, as books will be shared between 
Nurs/Rec, Y1/2, Y3/4 and Y5/6. Children will only be able to choose the same number of books as they brought in themselves. 
Let’s share with others the books we discover! 
 

 

https://amzn.eu/9k1zlj2Our

