
We pray together, play together and learn together

Thursday 3rd October 2013.

Dear Parents / Carers,

Welcome back to another new school year! As the children embark on their final year and prepare for the big move to secondary school, it can seem quite daunting especially with the sound of the word SATs. However, Year 6 is much more than that, a year in which the children can make some brilliant memories which they can hold on to, as well as reach their true potential. Although the expectations for all children stay the same throughout the school, our year 6 children hold a particularly significant role in setting an example to others in terms of their work ethic, their manners and their general behaviour around school. They are expected to set the standard for the other children in the dinner hall, in assembly and on the playground as they grow in maturity. 


Topics for the Autumn Term

	R.E - Come and See
	Loving 

Vocation and Commitment

Expectations

	Science
	Forces in Action

How we see things

	P.E
	Athletics

Netball

	 (History, Geography, Design Technology, I.C.T and Art)
	What isH2O? Water




Our New Religious Education Programme

The children will continue to be taught Religion using the ‘Come and See’ religious scheme. We will be studying the three themes of Domestic Church (Family), Baptism and Confirmation (Belonging) and Advent & Christmas (Loving). The children will also  get the opportunity to enage in one week studying Judaism. 

Punctuality / Absence

The children should line up at 8.55am on the playground unless it is raining heavily, in which case, classroom doors will be opened a little earlier. It is your responsibility to supervise them up until this point. Any child arriving after the class have entered the classroom at 8.55am needs to go to the main door to be signed in by Mrs Glanvill or Mrs Campbell. If for any reason your child is absent from school, please contact us to let us know. If we do not hear from you, then Mrs Featherstone, our Learning Mentor, will ring to find out why your child is absent. If you need to collect your child at any time in the day for an appointment, could you please report to the office and your child will be collected from their classroom. 
Behaviour and School Golden Rules
Do be gentle


Don’t hurt anyone

Do be kind and helpful
Don’t hurt people’s feelings

Do listen


Don’t interrupt

Do work hard


Don’t waste your or other people’s time

Do look after property
Don’t waste or damage it
Code of Conduct

· Correct school uniform must be worn unless there is a particular explained reason. This includes P.E kit.

· Children should not run inside school. They should move around the building in a safe and sensible manner.

· At break time, children may eat a piece of fruit or a healthy snack. Sweets and chewing gum are not allowed in school.

· After leaving the building at lunchtime, children should not re-enter the school building without permission.

· Children will show respect to all adults in the school.

· No abusive language is tolerated.

· Jewellery, apart from a wrist watch, is not permitted.

· Nail varnish should not be worn.
Golden Time

Children will gain their right to participate in a Golden Time activity by demonstrating an excellent attitude to their work, peers and staff. The children who have not gained this right will stay with another member of staff and will be given time to reflect on their behaviour and the reasons why they were unable to participate in the Golden Time activity.
Praising and rewarding

As well as Golden Time, children are encouraged and praised daily for their hard work, manners and positive attitude towards all children and staff. Praising of good behaviour helps to reinforce the message to all children as well as motivate them to continue to set high expectations for themselves. As well as smelly stickers, Dojo’s and general praise, the following reward systems are used throughout the school: certificates, Headteacher Awards and a termly achievement assembly in which, amongst other things, attendance and punctuality are also celebrated.

Red and Yellow Cards

Staff may issue a red or yellow card as another way of reinforcing school rules. Red and Yellow cards can be used throughout the day and at dinner time when children fail to comply with the behaviour code. Yellow cards will be issued after a verbal warning for minor incidents. Red cards will be applied for more serious incidents such as physical harm, insolence etc. A yellow card will result in a ten minute suspension from playtime, and a red card will result in the child missing the remaining playtime that day and the next. If a child is issued with a red card, a letter will be sent home on the same day informing parents. Two yellow cards in a week will result in a red card. A record of all yellow and red cards will be kept.

PE

The children will have 2 hours of PE every week. This amount of regular exercise is vitally important; therefore, please ensure that they have full PE kit in school at all times. If your child doesn’t have a PE kit, they will be offered a school kit from a bank of spares that parents have donated. Our PE time slots are Monday and Tuesday afternoons. 

Uniform

Please make sure that your child has the correct school uniform and that all items of uniform are clearly marked with your child’s name to prevent items getting lost. Also, please ensure that long hair is tied back at all times. 

Water Bottles and Snacks

Please encourage your child to bring in a water bottle. They will have opportunities throughout the day to refill their bottle if necessary. Please ensure your child brings their bottle home for washing and brings it back to school refilled in the morning. The children can also bring in a snack to be eaten during break time. Please encourage the children to bring a healthy snack. We do not allow chocolate or sweets for snack.

Dinner Money and Packed Lunches
Dinner money has not increased this year and therefore remains at £1.70 per day ie. £8.50 per week. If your child brings a packed lunch to school, they can place them on the shelf in our class cloakroom. Again, please try to pack a healthy lunch for the children wherever possible.

Art T-shirts
Children need to have an old t-shirt or shirt to protect their uniform during art activities. This can be kept in school for the year.
Children’s University

Please encourage your child to attend the wide range of after-school clubs on offer. Every time they attend they earn credit towards Bronze, Silver or Gold Award at Children’s University. Graduation Day is a very special event and attending lots of clubs keeps the children busy, active and stimulated.

Homework

Homework will be given out on a Monday and Wednesday. The children should complete their homework to the best of their ability in their homework book. Please ensure that your child takes care with the presentation and quality of their homework before they hand it into me to be marked. 
Spellings

All the children have their spelling books for this term. Spelling tests will take place every Friday. Children should take their spelling books home on Monday and practice daily in preparation for Friday’s test. Children will be rewarded with ‘Dojo’s’ for full marks and a spelling sticker to wear with pride. 
Reading Books and Diaries

All children should try to spend about 10-15 minutes a day reading their books. Please can all parents monitor and record reading in your child’s reading diary. Reading diaries will be checked weekly to ensure this is on-going. The children are able to change their reading book in the library on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday. The children can read their own books if they wish to do so.  

Times Tables

Many of the children do know their times tables, but if your child still doesn’t I cannot stress enough how important it is that they learn them off by heart. Year 6 Maths gets complicated and in test situations the children need to be able to calculate quickly. Having your times tables already in your head makes things so much easier. Obviously, we will be helping the children with this in school but please test them on the way to and from school or in any spare minutes, just to keep them on their toes. 

Targets

The children will be set individual targets for English and Maths. These will be displayed in their books. Targets will be reviewed each term as always. I will put a copy of these targets in their reading diaries for you to have a look at. 
 Mathletics and Reading Eggs
Please encourage your child to use these websites at home. These websites are a fantastic resource that the school purchase each year. The children all know their passwords and they are also in the front of their reading diaries. 

Class Readers and Shakespeare Play

In Year 6 we will be reading two class reader books: Tales of Terror and The Savage which are both always very popular with the children. As part of “Shakespeare comes to School project”, which will see every class in the school studying a Shakespeare play, Year 6 have been studying Romeo and Juliet in some depth.

Modern Foreign Languages ( MFL)

The children will have French lessons with Mrs Van Flute every Wednesday afternoon.
S.E.A.L

Mrs Featherstone will focus on some of the “Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning” S.E.A.L with the class every Wednesday afternoon.

Kingswood Residential

The children will have the opportunity to attend Kingswood on 5th March until the 7th March. The cost of the trip will be £130 in total. Dates have been outlined in the letter for three instalments however if you wish to pay in full you are very welcome to. 

CAFOD Fundraising

It has become a tradition over recent years, that in year 6, we fundraise instead of giving each other cards and gifts at Christmas. The children don’t give each other or us cards and gifts, and we don’t give them anything. We all donate the money we would have spent to our chosen charity, CAFOD. This fundraising has been very successful in recent years.

Mobile Phones
Some children do walk to and from school and I know parents like to ensure their child has a mobile phone in school. If this is the case, then mobile phones must be switched off and sent to office each morning. The children should not be using their mobile phones on the playground before and after school on the school site. 
Questions and appointments

If you do have any questions about your child then please do not hesitate to contact me in school. I am generally in school for 8:00am everyday until about 5:00pm so I am available to discuss any issues or problems that may arise. It is however, very hard to discuss issues at 8:55am when I am collecting the children from the playground or at 3:20pm when I am dismissing the children.

And finally.... SATs

The 2014 Key Stage 2 tests take place from 12th to 16th May. Please make sure that all children are in school during this week. Mrs Mc Connell, who has several years of experience of Year 6 and SATs will be very much involved in preparing the children for the tests which will be: Reading, Maths, Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling. 
Many thanks,

Miss Ashdown and Mrs Riley
Year 6


Coffee Morning











