Autumn Term 2021
Our termly reading newsletters are a great opportunity for us to share with our families how we develop reading
in school and promote a love of reading. We recognise the importance of reading and want to encourage our
children to read for pleasure, both in school and at home. Our staff work extremely hard to teach our children to
read and also share their love of reading. Our English text-led curriculum ensures that our children are immersed
in books which support their development in reading and writing. Exposing our children to a wealth of high
quality and diverse literature remains a key priority. We love reading at Holy Family!
Miss Sharratt
English Lead
The Importance of Reading at Home
All of our children in EYFS and KS1 take home a story book
each week. These books should offer you and your child an
opportunity to explore exciting stories or things of interest but
most of all will continue to support the development of your
child’s vocabulary and sense of story structures. This
engagement with stories from an early age will pave the way
for children to become self-motivated and habitual readers as
they progress through the school.
Reading together at home is one of the easiest but most
important ways in which you can help your child. Your child’s
reading diary plays an integral part of their home learning and
forms a record of their reading habits and progress. We ask
that by Key Stage 2, every child tries to read for 20 minutes
per night. Children from Year 3 upwards can write in their
reading records themselves. Diaries are checked in class every
Monday.

How reading supports your child’s development

Our Autumn Key Texts and Themes
Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Invaders, settlers,
struggles,
protection

Explorers,
adventures,
striving for goals,
risk-takers

WWII, bravery,
impact of war,
bereavement and
healing

William Shakespeare

From Ground to
the Sky

Superheroes

Julia Donaldson

Winter around the
world, loss, hope

Take a look at the fantastic books your child will be studying this term as part of our English curriculum!

We are delighted that the Scholastic Book Fair has been so popular
this year! Thank you for your support in providing children pocket
money to purchase books from the fair. The commission we get
from the sales will have a huge impact on the number of new
books we will be able to buy.

Our Holy Family Read-A-Thon was a huge success
this term. The children loved sharing and reading
books with each other and were determined to
succeed in reading collectively during every
moment of the day! We are so grateful to our
families for their generous donations of books from
our Amazon Wish List. Our library has benefited
from 30 brand new books that the children will be
able to read and enjoy.

While black history is
celebrated all year round, Black
History Month is marked
annually. It recognises and
values the inspirational
individuals and events that
have shaped the black
generation. During Black
History Month, we remember
and celebrate the important
people from the past and also
those who contribute to and
help our society today. The
books shown to the right are
some of the beautiful texts that
were used to support our
learning.

Our Amazon Wish List will remain open indefinitely.
If you would like to support our school by
purchasing a book for the children, please use the
web address below:
https://amzn.eu/9k1zlj2Our
Our whole school community is greatly appreciative
of any support. 

Virtual Author Visits
Mrs Mitchell
Bodies are Cool is a bright,
beautiful and positive book all
about different types of bodies. It
talks about how we all use our
bodies in different ways and is a
rhyming fest full of super images
and positive messages. If you
want to talk to your children
about every type of body, this is a
great conversation starter! I LOVE
it!

Mr Campbell
Initially, I was reeled into this book
because of its shiny gold cover. When I
started reading it however, I became
hooked.
The book is about a young boy called
Charlie, who has lots of things that he
worries about, such as his brother (who
is in the hospital), his parents (who are
worrying about his brother), and the
school bully (who has started picking on
him). However, when he worries too
much, he discovers that he transforms
into a chicken! Charlie then has to try
and deal with this new-found
“superpower.” This is a brilliant and
funny book about dealing with anxiety,
with amazing
illustrations
that keep
you wanting
to read
page after
page.

We are very lucky to be participating in virtual
webinars with three inspiring authors!
Rec & Y1 – Fri 3rd Dec
Nick Sharratt, author and
illustrator of ‘Oh No! Shark
in the Snow!’
Y2 & 3 – Fri 26th Nov
Maddie Moate, author of
‘Stuff!’
Y4, 5 & 6 – Fri 12th Nov
Jacqueline Wilson, author of
‘The Primrose Railway
Children’

~ Respect, Responsibility, Resilience ~

