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Intent 

At Holy Family Catholic Primary School, we value the opportunity that the Science curriculum has 
to embed a love of wonder and excitement in our children; we strive for them to be the scientists 
of the future who know that their dreams can help them to become the next engineers, forensic 
scientists, doctors, nurses and so on. Our Science curriculum follows the National Curriculum 
guidance across Key Stage One and Two, whilst our Nursery and Reception children follow the 
EYFS guidance, developing their Understanding of the World. Our aim at Holy Family is to ensure 
that our children participate in remember able science lessons which allow them to cherish 
memories and embrace the scientific opportunities they are presented with. Our Science 
curriculum promotes curiosity and a love and thirst for learning. It is ambitious and empowers our 
children to become independent and resilient, which is one of our key school values. We want to 
equip them with not only the minimum statutory requirements of the science National Curriculum 
but to prepare them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life. We aim to 
provide external opportunities within the Science curriculum to allow our children to see science 
in action, showing that it is a vital part of our everyday lives. We firmly believe that it is not just 
about what happens in the classroom, it is about the added value we offer to really inspire our 
children. 

 

Implementation 

At Holy Family Catholic Primary School, we really value the importance of the Science curriculum, 
with each class having at least 2 hours per week of teaching time, which is delivered through the 
Collins scheme of the work for years 1-6. Our Nursery and Reception children follow the EYFS 
curriculum for Knowledge and Understanding of the World, which incorporates planned 
opportunities by the teacher and also allows for the freedom to explore the children’s curiosity 
and wonder through following their interests and questions. We feel that this is a great strength at 
our school and the children have optimum space to also learn outdoors to develop their enquiry 
skills and knowledge in a fun, creative way with the staff leading from the children. We feel that 
our scheme of work allows for excellent learning opportunities and assessment milestones for 
each year group to ensure progression and repetition in terms of embedding key learning, 
knowledge and skills. 

Throughout our curriculum, we want our children to think independently and raise questions 
about working scientifically and the knowledge and skills that it brings. Through the completion of 
scientific investigations, we encourage our children to develop their confidence and competence 
in the full range of practical skills, taking the initiative to plan their own enquiries through group 
work. We believe that excellent scientific knowledge can be demonstrated in both written and 
verbal explanations, solving challenging problems and reporting scientific findings. Our science 
topics are taught discretely but staff are encouraged to make meaningful links across subjects. 
They link prior knowledge to new learning to deepen children’s learning. We follow the Collins 
scheme of work for science so lessons are planned and teachers are encouraged to annotate and 
adapt them to suit the needs of the children in their class, as long as the key learning objective is 
covered. We recently received the Primary Science Quality Mark for our work in teaching the 



Science curriculum, and we were praised for highlighting the need to keep Science as a weekly 
lesson as this helps to ensure sufficient time is allocated to the subject and that scientific subject 
matter can be revisited frequently. We believe that by crafting our curriculum this way, we 
improve the potential for our children to retain what they have been taught, to alter their long-
term memory and thus improve the rates of progress they make. 

We are fortunate at Holy Family to have external links with a local company, Croda, whose staff 
are STEM ambassadors and they have visited our school annually for the last three years. Our KS2 
children all participate in an interactive session, encouraging them to develop their skills in 
working scientifically and to promote the important of real science being investigated and 
discussed. Our EYFS and KS1 children also participate in a session with the team from Croda, 
allowing them to also see science being explored in a real context. We also encourage extra-
curriculuar science clubs, such as Creature Critters, with external providers. 

Impact 

At Holy Family Catholic Primary School, we use both formative and summative assessment 
information in every science lesson. Staff use this information to inform their planning and 
evaluations. This helps us provide the best possible support for all of our pupils, including the 
more able. Staff use encouraged to assess the children’s knowledge against the National 
Curriculum objectives and record this information on our school half termly evaluations. This 
information in then overseen by the subject co-ordinator, a member of SLT, and shared with the 
whole SLT team. Assessment information is collected frequently and analysed as part of our 
monitoring cycle. This process provides an accurate and comprehensive understanding of the 
quality of education in science. A comprehensive monitoring cycle is developed at the beginning of 
each academic year by the Headteacher. To monitor the subject of Science, staff are asked to 
share children’s science books, the subject leader checks that displays are current and relating to 
each topic and pupil voice interviews are carried out to see how they children feel about their 
learning within the subject. All of this information is gathered and reviewed and it is then used to 
inform further curriculum developments and provision is adapted accordingly. 


