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When you 
know better, 
you do better.

-Maya Angelou

• On reflection of recent (and historical) events 
relating to race in the UK it is more important 
than it has ever been to reflect on our role as 
teachers in promoting and championing 
equality and representation in schools

• We believe that part of this comes from 
recognising our own privilege and staying 
accountable to the responsibility we have as 
educators

• In a predominantly white, affluent area, what 
experiences are we giving our children at HF 
that allow them to have understanding and 
empathy?

• What tools are we giving them to challenge 
inequality as they grow older and leave our 
school?

• For those children who are of a minority 
ethnic background at our school, how will they 
see themselves reflected in our curriculum?



Mirrors, Windows 
and Sliding Glass 

Doors
The phrase “mirrors, windows 

and sliding glass doors” was first 
used in an article by Literacy 

scholar Rudine Sims Bishop who 
talked about inclusive 

representation in children's 
books. A mirror is a reflection of
another child's world, a window 

is a look into another world 
unlike their own and a sliding 

doors where they become a part 
of another world.



2020 Reflecting 
Realities report 
from CLPE



2020 Reflecting 
Realities report 
from CLPE



Inspire/Aspire 
at Holy 

Family aims 
to...

• Expose the children to a wide variety 
of inspirational people of different 
races, physical abilities, beliefs, genders 
and nationalities

• Learn how these people's stories link 
to our own school values of respect, 
responsibility and resilience

• Make links between their own 
experiences and the inspirational 
people they study

• Draw on their learning to inspire 
future change in the world



Inspire/Aspire 
Plan

• Each class learns about an inspirational 
person each term.

• Children find out about their life and 
their inspirational story, linking 
to our school values.

• Children present their learning in 
assembly.

• By the end of Y6, children have studied 
24 inspirational people



Inspirational 
People?

Some ideas...



Malala Yousafzai



Johnnie Peacock



Mother Teresa



Mo Farrah



Ada Lovelace



Michelle Obama



Stephen Hawking



Li Na



Inspire and Aspire Plan Session 1 (45 minutes)

Begin the lesson with an image that links to the person. Discuss the image and who the 

person might be. What does the image represent? What clues do you have about the 

person we are going to think about. Children to talk in mixed aged groups, supporting 

one another. 15 minutes.

Show picture of the inspirational person. Who do you think this is? When do you think 

they lived? What do you notice about them? Children to discuss in mixed age groups, 

supporting one another. 5 minutes.

Read story/read out information on their life. Older children could scribe on a Fact File 

about them in the groups to collect key facts as they are read out to refer back to. 15 

minutes.



Inspire and Aspire Plan Session 2 (45 minutes)

Split the class into 3 groups, each with one of our school values. How did this person 

show our school value in their life? What made them an inspirational 

person? Children come back together. Share their ideas together. 10 minutes.

Aspire – define this word. How can we aspire to be more like this person? Children 

share in their groups what they can do to be more like this person in their lives. 5 

minutes.

Children prepare some age related work to present in assembly. 30 minutes



Celebration Assembly

• All children present their ideas in a 
celebration assembly at the end of the 
week

• Children can complete age appropriate 
work in the afternoon of the day for 
example, as part of their English work/Big 
Write

• Children could produce a large piece of 
art/portrait related to the person to 
display around school



Long Term Plan- Eys and KS1



Long Term Plan- KS2



Resources

@theconsciouskid

https://www.theconsciouskid.org/resour
ces

“Before your child can talk, they are 
already learning about the world, and 
about race, through your actions.”

@runnymedetrust

@theblackcurriculum

https://www.theconsciouskid.org/resources


Autumn Term – Nursery



Autumn Term – Reception



Autumn Term – Y1



Autumn Term – Y2



Autumn Term – Y3



Autumn Term – Y4



Autumn Term – Y5



Autumn Term – Y6
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